
me I find I can collect my 

thoughts and send you a well 

thought out account of our work 

together here in Europe and the 

Middle East.  In it I hope you will 

rejoice with us, covenant to con-

tinue to pray and support us as 

many of you have so sacrificially 

done in the past.   

     We are in a season of building 

on the good foundation of the 

research and creation of the 

European Baptist Federation 

Youth Leadership Department.   

      I have chosen to write short 

highlights of each thing that hap-

pened so you have a flavour of 

what the past six months of min-

istry look like…  we hope you 

enjoy it and will feel informed of 

the great partnership we have 

together in equipping young lead-

ers in Europe and the Middle 

East.  

     These past few days I have 

been meditating on Paul’s words 

in 2 Timothy 4:7 “ I have fought 

the good fight, I have finished the 

race, I have kept the faith.”  I am 

sure you have heard life cynically 

referred to as a “rat race”.  The 

only difference between that 

reference and being in God’s 

race is that, unlike the proverbial 

rat that runs around in a maze, 

we as believers have a prize at 

the end of the competition!  To 

see Jesus!   

     I love the imagery of this 

beloved verse as Paul states, 

almost with a sigh of relief min-

gled with victory that he is satis-

fied with what he has set out to 

do and now is passing on the 

baton as it were to Timothy and 

other believers and encouraging 

them on in the race.  It’s some-

thing I would want as my epitaph.  

Not that I am rushing that along 

or anything!  Nor do I see the 

race completed yet!  The race 

motif “runs” strong in my 

thoughts over the past six 

months.   

     Firstly I want to categorically 

apologize for not sending a 

Spring update.  We have been so 

incredibly stretched and so now 

as the summer heat and the 

“post” academic season is upon 

Since you last heard from us, 

unless you follow our blogsite (as 

listed at the top of this newslet-

ter), you might not be aware that 

there has been a lot going on in 

our family.  Matthew has turned 

six this June and has grown in so 

many ways.  Zachary or “sprout” 

who has grown a foot since last 

year now looks me in the eyes 

(gulp) and is about to turn 13 (oh 

my).  Deann has been busy en-

tertaining several people who 

have come to visit us.  Some-

times it’s a famine and we see no 

one for a long time and other 

times like this past few months 

we have had quite a few friends 

drop in!  We enjoyed visits from 

Hazel and Marshall Thompson 

and our pastor Dean and Louise 

MacDonald. This all  was happen-

ing amidst a complete renovation 

on our house that seemed to go 

on forever.  Mercifully the con-

tractor has completed the re-

pairs on the house and we  are 

enjoying a “quiet summer” during 

a European heat wave!  God is 

Good!  

Jeff, Deann, Zachary and Matthew 

CZECH US OUT!  

Cartersinprague.blogpspot.com 
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P A G E  2  

òI was most 

impressed with the 

opportunity to 

speak with some 

Muslim youth and 

to see how we can 

build mutual 

respect for one 

another.ó 

Svjetlana Mraz 

Youth Secretary for 

Croatian Baptist 

Youth 

Middle East and More... 

Horizons and new vistas 

Croatian OMV Ventures... 
This past April I was invited to 

be the keynote speaker to the 

Croatian Baptist Youth and 

their first ever youth training 

conference.  I was to use our 

new Horizons LIVE material.  

It was the first time I took 

Deann and the kids with me 

on a ministry trip (we drove) 

and we enjoyed a weekend of 

enthusiasm and inspiration.  

Fifty youth leaders came from 

across the country for what 

became the springboard move-

ment of a rejuvenated youth 

work (called OMV) among 

Baptist youth in Croatia.  Svjet-

lana Mraz the youth secretary 

who I have known for many 

years and who has given lead-

ership for some 20 years, was 

ecstatic with the results.  Fol-

lowing the conference, reports 

poured in of revived youth 

groups, a new one starting in 

one part of the country and 

reconciliation between es-

tranged groups and leaders.   

Since that conference there 

have been spontaneous re-

ports of youth taking initiative 

in their churches and commu-

nities. They since have had an-

other conference for training.  

Svetlana sums it up in these 

words to me in an email:  

òParticipants spread the good news 

about the seminar in their churches 

and among other youth people.  

Baptists in Croatia are talking 

about it! Pastors are asking if they 

can send participants to the next 

conference!  There are more young 

people asking if they can become a 

part of it.  You can see my heart is 

full and my soul is dancing!ó   

Pray for Croatian Baptist youth. 

oper for the Ukrainian Baptist 

union which is our largest 

Baptist Union in the EBF with 

over 3000 churches.  Also we 

have Rabih Wazir in training as 

a mentor from Lebanon.  Hori-

zons is now available in English, 

French, Russian and Arabic.  It 

is also completed in Spanish 

which will be used in Bolivia 

Horizons continues 

to develop with new 

leaders being men-

tored.  At the mo-

ment the Ukrainian 

Baptist Union has one 

young leader Via-

cheslav Rymskyi tak-

ing the course to act 

as a mentor devel-

through Rebecca Alward acting 

as the director for Horizons 

until a Bolivian director can be 

found.  At the moment I am 

trying to contain the requests 

and try to streamline the 

global interest in Horizons.  

Pray for its continuing develop-

ment and for its use. 

by having time to chat with 

some Muslim youth and it was 

a good opportunity to build 

bridges of respect which is so 

desperately needed in the 

Middle East right now.  I was 

able to present Horizons 

(which we currently offer in 

Arabic) to the delegates and 

was overwhelmed by the level 

of interest.  At the end of the 

conference I spent a day with 

with Rabih Wazir  (and his wife 

Alice) who will become our 

director for Horizons in the 

Middle East (Lebanon).  I was 

encouraged by their dedication 

and partnership in this project.   

Pray for Horizons and Rabih in 

Lebanon that both will be used 

in a powerful way to impact 

youth leaders in an area that 

needs Christ. 

This past June also saw me 

visiting the Lebanese Baptists 

in Beirut.  I spent a day with a 

former student and his family 

and then began my attendance 

at the Arab Baptist Theological 

Seminary and its annual Middle 

East Conference.  This year 

the conference was on Chris-

tian and Muslim Youth in dia-

logue.  Youth and the Present 

Future.   I was most touched 

Rabih  

Wazir 

HORIZONS 

LEBANON  

C Z E C H  U S  O U T !  



A Farewell to Vaskoé kind of! 

P A G E  3  S U M M E R  2 0 1 0  

Vasil Vasilv completed a two year 

contract with Canadian Baptist 

Ministries at the end of this past 

June. Vasko gave us invaluable ser-

vice over this time in the European 

Baptist Youth Leadership Depart-

ment especially dur-

ing the BWA Leipzig 

conference as well 

as the development 

of Horizons from 

the “back end”.  It 

has been a great 

experience working 

with my good friend, Vasko.  We 

still serve on various committees 

together and will be in contact in 

the days and years ahead.  Vasko is 

now concentrating on the disserta-

tion for his Masters program in 

Youth and Family ministries.  Vasko 

has moved back to Bulgaria and 

other than a two month stay at 

IBTS where he will be utilizing the 

library, he will be moving back to 

his beloved Bulgaria in September.  

Some of the most memorable mo-

ments I have with Vasko are on our 

trips to Yerevan where we 

launched Horizons together, and 

visiting him several years ago in 

Plovdiv when he was giving leader-

ship to the Bulgarian Baptist Youth 

work.   

My gratitude and prayers are with 

you my friend! 

in Christ in so many facets of a 

young person’s life.  This past June 

1400 youth came together.  It was 

like a revisiting of the BWA youth 

conference that hosted 6000 youth 

two summers ago.  The German 

Baptist Youth Department boasts a 

large staff of dedicated paid and 

volunteer staff from across the 

country.  We have been closely 

associated with them for several 

One of the most exciting youth 

events that I have been invited to 

be a part of was the recent German 

BUJU.  Every two years the Baptist 

youth of Germany come together 

for a youth conference that chal-

lenges them with relevant mes-

sages, workshops, and inspiring 

worship and fun!  This year the 

theme was the “R” factor which 

spoke about the relevancy of faith 

years and enjoy the 

spirit of cooperation and 

generosity that they 

demonstrate to other 

EBF family nations.  

Germany has long since 

been a leader in youth 

work and has served as 

a great example to 

other EBF countries.  

What a privilege to work 

past Spring I was asked to keynote 

at the Dutch Baptist Assembly on 

the topic of youth work and the 

future.  It was a great opportunity 

to see first hand the leadership (the 

adults) and their desire to see it 

grow again.  I am praying that the 

opportunity I have to help them will 

be an encouragement to the proc-

ess of rebuilding what was once 

one of the strongest youth works 

in Europe.  Pray for the Dutch Bap-

tists and their youth.  Pray that they   

will be able to get going again!  One 

union leader stated, “ I think that 

your address and workshop did a 

lot of good things; people I heard 

were impressed and encouraged to 

concentrate once more on children 

and youth.  In our union we have 

some initiatives to restart our na-

tional youth.       

Several years ago the Baptist Youth 

association of the Dutch Baptists 

faced an unprecedented challenge 

in that all the funding that they had 

received from the state (normal 

practice in Europe) was rescinded.  

The Dutch Baptist Youth move-

ment collapsed literally overnight 

with all staff being let go.  Since that 

time there have been attempts to 

restart and revise the work. This 

Pray for 

Vasko and 

his future 

ministry... 

The Future of Dutch Baptist Youth 

German BUJU 

My òInternational Famien-

gruppeó at the BUJU. 

Pray for the 

Dutch Baptist 

youth 

movement 

that it will be 

able to restart 

againé. 



PRAISE   

¶ Praise God for many successful speaking engagements that have encouraged leaders in Croatia, the Netherlands, 

Germany and Lebanon this spring.  Pray that there would be a lasting effect from these moments of reaching out to 

encourage and in some cases equip young leaders.  Pray for an ongoing vision for reaching youth for Christ. 

¶ Praise God for the completion of the renovations on our home.  The stress that it created from day to day was pal-

pable and was complicated by the difficulties with the contractor.  We are glad it is over for the time being. 

¶ Praise God for good health care over the past 6 month period. We have been able to get through some minor (if 

you can call Jeff’s first kidney stone minor!) ailments and have had relatively good health.    

¶ Praise God for the end of a good school year for Zachary and Matthew and that both boys did well.   

¶ Praise God for the closing class of students at IBTS this year and that they would be challenged to continue their 

journey of faith in life and work in their own countries.  

 

PRAYER 

¶ Pray for a busy fall leading off with a EBF general council assembly in September where the work of the Youth and 

Children department will be highlighted.  Jeff will also be speaking at that time as well.  

¶ Pray for other possible HORIZONS ventures and for more developing partnerships with Czech, Austria and Portu-

gal.   

¶ Pray for our ongoing health and well being and for a time or respite during our summer holiday this year. 

We would love to hear from you!  If 

you want to stay in touch you can 

email us directly at jcarter@ebf.org  

or call us on our Halifax phone 

number (Central Europe Time) at 

902-482-2195 

Or feel free to check out our “real 

time” blog with weekly updates and 

prayer requests at the link below! 

KEY TO SUPPORT  
Summer is upon us as we have 5 more 

months until the year end! 

 We are grateful for our support this year as always 

but we want to see the year end on target! Your vi-

tal financial and prayer  

support will keep your work in Europe and the Mid-

dle East alive and will continue to support youth 

leaders in these regions. If you would like to join 

our team financially please contact:  

Eileen Moore-Crispin/  
Canadian Baptist Ministries 7185 Millcreek Dr. Mis-

sissauga, ON L5N 5R4 

or email eileenm@cbmin.org or call  

905-821-3533 www.cbmin.org 

Canadian Baptist Ministries 

Prayer and Praise 

Cartersinprague.blogspot.com  


