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135 and Counting
Imagine an organization that has been in existence for 135 years, which has a multi-cultural staff working

all around the world with numerous international partners, functioning in many different languages, handling
funds in excess of $10 million on an annual basis which are distributed to various countries, and yet this
organization has never once had all of its global staff, main office staff, and key board members all together
in one place...ever. Well that was the situation with Canadian Baptist Ministries.

But then all that changed in March. From March 25-April 1 CBM held its first Global Conference in
India, where CBMÿs international work began in 1874. With theexception of 1 family and 2 individuals who
couldnÿt come due to health reasons, it was attended by all global field staff, the main office staff, as well as6
members of CBMÿs board.All told there were about 100 of us. It is impossible to communicateeverything
that took place during that conference, but some of the most important highlights would include the
following: ...continued135 and Counting, p 2
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þ 1ýý % !! þ
It is always a healthy thing not only toset goals, but also to celebrate

successes. And we were certainly celebrating once all the financial figures
were in for 2008. We were thanking the Lord that we were supported 100%
through your help andthe help of many other individuals and churches. We
are simply filled with gratitude for each gift, large and small, that we receive.
Never does a month go by when we are not humbled to see the way so many
people partner with us in the ministry we are doing here in Indonesia. Only
heaven knows just how many lives are going to be impacted, butbe assured
it is an investment which will make an eternal difference.Of course with all
the economic challenges of 2009, we are needing this support to continue. If
you are not yet partnering with us in this way but would like to, please
contact Eileen Moore-Crispin at CBM office: eileenm@cbmin.org .
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135 and Countingfrom p 1...
ü It was an opportunity to meet wonderful people whose name

we have known but never had the chance to meet personally.
And of course there was the chance to spend time with
people we already know but seldom see.

ü There were times to be fed spiritually as well, through
worship and teaching. This is not some-thing we take for
granted in our context since attending conferences is very
difficult if not impossible.

ü Of course there was the business side of things, but even that
had the benefit of allof us discussing the issues together,
instead of electronic communication, or everybody getting
the information when they come back to Canada for their
home assignment. It was great to all be on the same page.

ü Several times I (Darrell) was able to meet with other CBM staff who are also involved in leadership
training. Discussions included similarities & differences as well as strategic directions for the future.

ü It was a chance for us to see how CBM staff handle adversity. Of the 100 attendees, about 95 of us came
down with one of two varieties of flu bugs which were going around. It was rough going at times, but I
guess you could say we all dealt with it fairly well.

ü One day we had the privilege of travelling many hours by bus tovisit the Taj Mahal. It was a very long
day, but the experience was amazing and one which we never thoughtweÿd have.

ü I (Darrell) was in the unique position of being the only one there to enjoy the blessing of also being with
my parents. Since my father is the treasurer of the CBM board, both he and my mother were invited to be a
part of the conference as well. That certainly made the conference extra special for us.

In reflecting on this experience, I was struck by the unity and trust that permeates the CBM organization.
Despite having just gone through several years of incredible change, the global field staff exhibit an amazing
level of trust in and appreciation for those in the head office. And those on the CBM board as well as the staff
and leadership team from the office in Mississauga deeply care for and trust those who are acting as CBMÿs
hands and feet around the world. Iÿm certain that such a level of unity and trust is rare and we are convinced
that God is going to continue to use CBM to make a significant difference in the lives of many as we look
ahead to the next 135 years!

CBMÿs Indonesia Team at the India Conference
(the Byrne-Mamahits, the Dycks, the Bustins)

Seeing God Answer Prayer
Over the last few months we have been blessed to see God answer several prayer requests, particularly

regarding childrenÿs health. For a period of 5 months we battled (and prayed) for an infection on the back of
Bronwynÿs right that kept growing and evolving. [Note: For those who still remember the mysterious skin
problem she had back in 2004, this was totally different fromthat.] It started off as a tiny little scratch from
a cat, became infected, developed into a þsuper infectioný (a new term for us), ringworm, and maybe more.
At times it was rather alarming. It involved several doctors andmany doctor visits, many ointments and
pills, and a lot of prayer and attentive patience. However itis finally behind us for which we give thanks.

A few weeks ago Caleb developed what seemed to be þpink eyeý in his left eye. However, several days
after getting drops from the doctor it didnÿt seem to be improving so we took him back to get checked again.
The doctor recommended that we bring him to an eye specialist here in Pontianak, which we did. Butafter a
couple of visits with the specialist, the eye continued to get worse,even to the point where the vision in his
left eye started to get blurry. Our family doctor recommendedwe take him immediately to an eye clinic in
Jakarta. At the clinic it was discovered that he had an infection in his left cornea resulting in only 30%
vision in that eye. We were sent home with a vigorous every-hour treatment and a follow-up appointment
for 4 days later.Over the next few days, Caleb became quite talented in being given eye drops in many
unique settings. After a couple of days, as many family and friends prayed, Caleb noticed his eye finally

...continuedPrayer, p 3
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With one of STKÿs newest graduates

Recent Events
To bring you up to date with what has been happening in our ministries and personal lives, here are some

of the highlights from the last few months:
û On January 20, the Kalimantan Theological Seminary (STK) held its 25th Graduation Exercises.

Twenty four students from seven different denominations graduated, receiving certificates, diplomas,
undergraduate degrees, and even one Masters degree.

û In the early months of the year, the kids both celebrated their birthdays. In January, Caleb reached the
much anticipated þdouble digitsý when he turned 10. Then in April, Bronwyn had her 14th birthday.
Wow!

û In February, Blair Clark & Rob Jackett from the CBM office came to Pontianak. At the time we didnÿt
realize just how strategic Godÿs timing was. With Robÿs understanding of finances, he was able to
help us deal with new Indonesian tax laws that impact foreigners working Indonesia.

...continuedRecent Events, p 4

Prayer from p 2...
seemed to be improving. But even we werenÿt expecting the changes
that took place in just 4 days. At Calebÿs follow-up appointment, the
specialist was surprised to find the infection gone, and the sight in his
left eye was perfect, just like his right eye. There was no needfor any
further appointments. Praise God for his gracious healing of Calebÿs
eye!

One more recent experience of Godÿs answering prayer has to do
with young couple in our church who hada baby boy, Geraldo, a year
ago. The child very quickly developed a tumor on his neck underhis
chin that grew to about the size of an orange. Naturally they were very
upset. Even though enough money was collected for the necessary
surgery, they had towait until his body was big enough to withstand
the surgery. In the meantime there was þnothingý to do but pray. For
the past year many people have been praying. And just a few weeks
ago a buzz was created at church when Geraldo and his mom showed
up. The tumor which had been so big was almost entirely gone. It was
quite moving when his mother stood up front and gave her testimony
of this miracle. We indeed serve a mighty God.

Bronwyn helping Miss Barb and Mr. Daniel reorganize the library

Veronika and Geraldo
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Recent Eventsfrom p 3...
û This semester Laura Lee continued teaching music to the children at West Kal Academy including teaching

the older children about folk songs from around the world & the younger children how to play the recorder.
The results of this hard work were seen at the schoolÿs closingprogram in May. One of the other features
of the evening was special recognition of Bronwyn as she graduated by finishing grade 8.

Bronwynÿs graduation from Junior HighRecorders during the school closing program

The traditional way to prepare rice for lots
of guests, complete with banana leaf cover

Lots of rice ready to share with all the guests

The Power Center
PRAYERSALREADY ANSWERED:

ÿ Bronwyn and Caleb haveboth successfully finished their school year. Caleb has completed grade 4
and Bronwyn has þgraduatedý from Junior High with her completion of grade 8.

ÿ The healing of Bronwynÿs hand, Calebÿs eye, as well as the tumor on baby Geraldo.
ÿ Another positive school year at the seminary. Each semester there is a lot of growth (spiritual and

otherwise) which takes place in the lives of the 200 campus students and the 160 students who attend
STKÿs satellite theological schools in 11 locations throughout Indonesia.

ONGOINGPRAYER ITEMS:
ÿ The accreditation process for STKü wisdom for what needs to be done, and trust in God for what is

beyond their control.
ÿ The students who, during the þsummer vacationý live and servefull- time in their ministry locations,

teaching, preaching, visiting, etc. No going home for them.
ÿ The challenge of constantly having to say good-bye to people (family, friends, teachers, etc.). This is

a feature of our ministry that can be difficult, especially for the kids.

CANYOUSEE THEDIFFERENCE?
Many of the features of life in Indonesia are

similar to Canada. However, there are many
aspects that are radically different. We want to
share with you some of the interesting things
we have experienced.


